MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING
Between the
UNITED NATIONS EDUCATIONAL, SCIENTIFIC and CULTURAL ORGANIZATION-IRAQ OFFICE (UNESCO-IRAQ)
and the
NETWORK OF IRAQI SCIENTISTS ABROAD (NISA)


Background

The UNESCO office for Iraq was founded in Amman in 2003 to enable the international society to monitor and influence the evolution of Education, Culture, Sciences and Media situation in the country. UNESCO supports programme implementation in line with the objectives of the National Development Strategy with Iraq, as well as the objectives of its key national partners: Ministries of Education and Higher Education, Water Resources, Labour and Social Affairs, Culture, Tourism and Antiquities, Governorates, the Independent Higher Electoral Commission, the Communications and Media Commission and others, as well as national and international NGOs.
NISA was established to provide expertise and support in sciences, technology and other disciplines of knowledge as a vital part of progress and development in Iraq. It also supports exchange of knowledge; training scientists and technicians; discussions in education and innovation and transfer of technology. Members of the Network are distinguished Iraqi scientists working in Western universities in the position of professor, principal researcher, director of a scientific centre or a higher position. They have presented significant contributions in the scientific, industrial and economic disciplines.

Purpose

The purpose of this Memorandum of Understanding is to provide a framework for a continuing liaison between the two organizations. This will be achieved by maintaining and increasing the opportunities of scientific, technical and professional as well as academic and educational contributions of NISA members to assist UNESCO-Iraq in achieving its objectives and implementing its activities, through a continuing program of co-operation leading to enhancing the educational sector by rehabilitating its institutions and building the national capacity.

Program of Activities

In accordance with the background and purpose described above, both organizations agree to endeavour to intensify their co-operation for the benefit of Iraqi society. The following steps will be taken, among others:

· Regular contact is to be established between the two organizations in order to institute and maintain a continuing liaison to address matters of common interest. 

· UNESCO-Iraq should inform NISA of its program of proposed scientific, academic or professional activities such as projects, conferences, seminars and workshops to enable participation by NISA members should it be of mutual benefit and inform its members of these events as appropriate.

· Both organizations should identify opportunities to organize specialized seminars or workshops under joint sponsorship.

· Both organizations confirm their commitment in the work to advance the infrastructures of the Iraqi education system and strengthen and support Iraqi higher education governance and administration.

· Both organizations develop collaborative activities to bring a clear benefit to Iraq.

· Both organizations undertake all collaborative activities with a clear, mutual understanding where respective responsibilities are delineated.

· UNESCO-Iraq shall appoint as a UNESCO advisor of any NISA member who provides significant advice and contributes to UNESCO activities.


Legal Status

This Memorandum does not create a legal link between the two organizations who will maintain their mutual independence.

This Memorandum of Understanding is valid until UNESCO-Iraq or NISA proposes changes to it. Each organization has the right to propose changes to this Memorandum at any time. Any changes shall be subject to the consent of both organizations.



On behalf of UNESCO-Iraq					On behalf of NISA
